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Port  of  Manchester  Health  Authority. 


Report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PORT  HEALTH 

AUTHORITY 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
Port  Health  Administration  in  the  Port  of  Manchester  during  the  year 
1945. 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  of  the  ready  assistance  which 
has  been  rendered  by  the  staff  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co.,  Officers 
of  H.  M.  Customs  and  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  throughout  the  year  and 
indeed  during  the  whole  of  the  period  of  the  war. 

This  report  is  presented  in  the  form  desired  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
and  the  statistical  information  is  arranged  in  the  form  and  sequence 
indicated  in  the  Appendix  to  Memo.  204/S. A.  of  the  Ministry  dated 
February,  1937. 

\ 

E.  H.  WALKER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4 


The  membership  of  the  Authority  was  as  follows  : — 


Alderman  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  Kt.,  K.B.E.,  J.P.,  Borough  of  Stretford, 

( Chairman ) 

Alderman  T.  H.  Hinchcliffe  ...  ) 

Councillor  W.  Somerville,  J.P.  [  Manchester. 

Councillor  S.  H.  Hitchbun  ...  f 
Councillor  J.  Owen  . J 

Alderman  W.  S.  Roberts,  J.P.  1 
Councillor  W.  W.  Crabtree  Salford. 

Councillor  G.  Fearnehough  ...  J 
Councillor  G.  H.  Goulden  ...  J 


Alderman  A.  J.  Trippier 


Councillor  T.  Ashley,  J.P. 
Councillor  F.  L.  Jones 

Alderman  G.  H.  Davies,  J.P. 


Borough  of  Eccles. 

Irlam  U.  D. 

Urmston  U.D. 

Lymm  U.D.  Runcorn  U.D. 
Runcorn  R.D.  Bucklow  R.D. 
Warrington  C.B.  and  R.D. 
Borough  of  Widnes. 

Borough  of  Bebington. 
Ellesmere  Port  U.D. 


Officials  of  the  Authority  : — 

Clerk  to  the  Authority  :  A.  H.  Flint,  Solicitor,  Bexley  Square,  Salford,  3. 
Telephone  :  BLAckfriars  9214. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  E.  H.  Walker,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Telephones  :  Office,  TRAfford  Park  1714.  Residence,  LONgford  1700. 
Telegrams  :  “  Portelth,”  Manchester. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  V.  Newton,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
Telephone  :  BLAckfriars  7852. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Deratisation  Officers  : 

W.  Richmond,  Certified  Sanitary  Inspector. 

W.  H.  Jennings,  Certified  Sanitary  Inspector.  Certified  Meat  and 
Food  Inspector. 

W.  Schofield,  Master  Mariner. 

Food  Inspectors  : 

J.  Almond,  Certified  Sanitary  Inspector.  Certified  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector. 

G.  Whalley,  Certified  Sanitary  Inspector.  Certified  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector. 

Medical  Officer's  Clerks  :  J.  B.  O’Malley  (resigned  February,  1946). 

T.  A.  Buckley. 

Ratcatcher  :  J.  Richards. 

Offices  :  168,  Trafford  Road,  Salford,  5.  Telephone  :  TRAfford  Park  1714. 
“  Westholm,”  Westfield  Road,  Runcorn.  Telephone:  Runcorn  2446, 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR  (1945) 

Table  A. 
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II.— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT 

(A)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1945  :  Nil. 

(B)  Cargo  Traffic.  Principal  Imports.  Principal  Exports. 

(C)  List  of  Foreign  Ports  trading  regularly  with  the  Port  of 
Manchester. 

The  list  of  Principal  Imports  and  Exports  and  of  Foreign  Ports  trading 
regularly  with  the  Port  of  Manchester  has  been  given  in  previous  Reports. 


111.— SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  water  supply 

(a)  for  the  Port. 

( b )  for  Shipping. 

Fresh  water  can  be  obtained  by  vessels  at  the  Manchester  Docks,  at 
various  wharves  between  Mode  Wheel  and  Barton,  Partington  Coal 
Basin,  Latchford  Locks,  Warrington  Lay-Bye,  Runcorn  Lay-Bye,  Runcorn 
Docks,  Weston  Point  Docks,  Stanlow  Lay-Bye,  Stanlow  Oil  Dock,  Ellesmere 
Port  Docks,  and  Eastham  Locks,  the  sources  of  supply  being  from 
Corporation,  etc.,  mains  as  detailed  in  previous  reports. 

(c)  Number  of  water  boats  :  Nil. 
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IV. — PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1933  and  1945 

The  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933,  have  been  amended  by  the 
Port  Health  Amendment  Regulations,  1945,  which  came  into  force  on 
1st  December,  1945. 

The  principal  Regulations  and  the  amending  Regulations  are  cited 
together  as  the  Port  Health  Regulations  1933  and  1945.  Under  the 
amending  Regulations  a  modified  Declaration  of  Health  has  been  prescribed 
and  in  order  to  obtain  uniformity  at  all  British  Ports  a  standard  form 
recommended  by  the  Association  of  Port  Health  Authorities  has  been 
adopted. 


Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. 

The  following  information  as  to  the  treatment  of  seamen  in  the  Port 
suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is  supplied  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Salford  Municipal  Centre,  which  is  the  nearest  Treatment  Centre  to  the 
Docks. 

The  disease  was  generally  known  to  be  very  prevalent.  Enquiries 
and  advice  regarding  cases  were  carried  out  on  all  vessels,  and  pamphlets 
giving  information  of  treatment  centres  distributed.  Posters  were  also 
displayed  around  the  dock  premises. 

The  total  numbers  of  patients  treated  and  attendances  made  during 
the  previous  four  years  are  given  for  comparison. 


British  Seamen — 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

Syphilis 

15 

15 

14 

24 

17 

Soft  Chancre 

10 

13 

10 

11 

15 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

75 

74 

33 

44 

45 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ... 

110 

96 

72 

69 

68 

Total 

210 

198 

129 

148 

145 

Arsenobenzene  Injections  ... 

319 

342 

221 

220 

141 

Bismuth  Injections  ... 

310 

325 

207 

257 

130 

No.  of  Attendances 

2,133 

2,521 

1,572 

1,344 

1,575 

Foreign  Seamen — 

Syphilis  . 

6 

11 

18 

37 

22 

Soft  Chancre  . 

2 

6 

13 

22 

17 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

38 

16 

46 

66 

60 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ... 

39 

37 

60 

62 

50 

Total 

85 

70 

147 

187 

149 

Arsenobenzene  Injections  ... 

57 

46 

182 

205 

162 

Bismuth  Injections  ... 

55 

49 

150 

246 

141 

No.  of  Attendances 

752 

463 

1,092 

1,590 

1,382 
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TABLE  C 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  on  Vessels  whilst  in  the  Port 


Disease 

Diphtheria  ... 

Malaria 

Measles 

Pneumonia  ... 
Tuberculosis  ... 


No.  of  Cases  during  1945 


Passengers 


Crew 

1 

1 

1 

1 


No.  of  vessels 
concerned 

1 


1 

1 


Average  No. 

of  cases 
for  previous 
5  years 

0.6 


7.2 

0.2 

1.4 

4.0 


1 939-1 944 


Disease 
Chicken  Pox 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery  ... 
Erysipelas  ... 
German  Measles  ... 
Malaria 
Measles 

Meningitis . 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Pneumonia... 
Tuberculosis 
Typhoid  Fever 


1944 


2 


1 

5 


1943 

2 

1 

7 


1 

1 

1 


1942 

2 


5 


2 

5 

1 


1941 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

7 


1940 

1 

3 

1 

17 

1 

2 

2 


1939 


1 


1 


1 


2 
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TABLE  D 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the  Voyage  but 
disposed  of  prior  to  arrival  in  Manchester. 


Disease 

No.  of  Cases  during  1945 

Passengers  Crew 

Average  No. 
of  cases 

No.  of  vessels  for  previous 

concerned  5  years 

Dysentery 

—  ...  14 

1 

2.8 

Malaria 

—  ...  33 

..  10 

53.2 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

—  ...  1 

1 

0.0 

Pneumonia  ... 

—  ...  3 

3 

4.2 

Tuberculosis  ... 

—  ...  3 

3 

5.6 

Typhoid  Fever 

—  ...  1 

1 

1.2 

Smallpox 

—  ...  1 

1 

0.2 

1939-1944 

Disease 

1944 

1943 

1942  1941  1940  1939 

Chicken  Pox 

...  ...  — 

1 

1 

—  —  — 

Diphtheria 

.  1 

6 

4 

—  — 

Dysentery . 

.  4 

5 

4 

—  1  — 

Malaria  . 

.  59 

75 

68 

28  36  5 

Measles 

.  2 

— 

— 

1  3  — 

Meningitis . 

— 

— 

— 

4  —  — 

Mumps  . 

.  2 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

Pneumonia... 

.  5 

7 

6 

2  1  9 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  1 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

Smallpox  ... 

.  1 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

Tuberculosis 

.  5 

13 

5 

4  1  1 

Typhoid  Fever 

.  4 

1 

1 

—  —  — 

No  cases  of  plague,  cholera,  yellow  fever  or  typhus  fever  occurred 
and  no  plague-infected  rats  were  found  on  vessels  within  the  Port  during 
the  above  years,  and  no  severe  outbreak  of  malaria  occurred  on  any 
vessels  whilst  in  the  Port. 
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V.— MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

Measures  for  the  detection  of  rodent  plague,  the  detection  of  rat 
prevalence  in  ships  and  on  shore,  the  prevention  of  the  passage  of  rats 
between  ships  and  the  shore,  and  the  deratisation  of  ships  and  of  premises 
in  the  vicinity  of  docks  or  quays,  have  continued  on  the  lines  detailed  in 
previous  reports. 

During  the  year  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  rats  destroyed 
on  shipboard.  The  total  number  obtained  from  ships  was  1,403  as  against 
1,590  in  1944,  1,610  in  1943,  1,954  in  1942  and  1,753  in  1941. 

The  ratcatcher  employed  by  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company 
reported  1,780  rats  caught  on  dock  premises  and  the  Authority’s  rat¬ 
catcher  obtained  a  further  72  rats  on  shore  premises.  An  additional  113 
rats  were  caught  at  the  Ellesmere  Port  section  of  the  Canal  by  the  pre¬ 
baiting  system  carried  out  by  the  ratcatchers  employed  by  the  Ellesmere 
Port  U.D.C.  and  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co.  in  collaboration  with  the 
Authority’s  Inspector. 

On  vessels  in  docks,  trapping  accounted  for  503  rats,  of  which  number 
89  were  from  ships  arriving  from  Infected  Ports.  900  were  destroyed 
as  a  result  of  37  fumigations  carried  out  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  1,068  rats  destroyed  by  41  fumigations  in  1944. 

In  400  instances  ships  were  found  without  ratguards  in  position. 
555  re-visits  were  made  to  note  if  and  in  what  manner  instructions  had 
been  carried  out. 
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RATCATCHER’S  WORK. 

The  Authority’s  ratcatcher  is  employed  in  searching  vessels  for 
evidence  of  rodents,  in  estimating  the  number  of  rats  present  on  each 
vessel  and  in  methods  of  rodent  control  whilst  the  vessel  is  in  port.  All 
rats  caught  are  destroyed  and  specimens  are  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  56  rats  were  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion  during  the  year,  but  no  plague  infection  was  discovered. 

Cage  traps  only  are  used,  and  were  laid  on  93  vessels  during  the 
year.  Daily  visits  were  made  with  the  following  results: — 

Vessels  visited  215.  Re-visits  paid  327.  Rats  trapped  503. 

Total  visits  and  re-visits  542. 

Special  attention  is  directed  daily  to  ships  from  Tnfected  Ports  to 
prevent  passage  of  rodents  between  ships  and  shore.  89  rats  were  trapped 
by  the  ratcatcher  during  the  year  on  such  vessels  (see  Table  G). 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
Table  E. — (1)  On  Vessels. 
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A  further  113  rats  were  caught  at  the  Ellesmere  Port  Section  of  the  Canal  by  the  pre-baiting  system  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the  rat¬ 
catchers  employed  by  the  Ellesmere  Port  U.D.C.  and  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co. 
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RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1939-1944 
(1)  On  Vessels 


1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

No.  of  rats  destroyed 

No.  of  rats  examined 

No.  of  rats  found  to  be  infected  with 
plague 

1,590 

48 

1,610 

33 

1,954 

40 

1,753 

3 

2,193 

22 

1 

991 

10 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses 


1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

No.  of  rats  destroyed 

1,790 

1,760 

1,678 

1,689 

2,311 

2,695 

No.  of  rats  examined 

39 

27 

40 

10 

39 

36 

No.  of  rats  found  to  be  infected  with 

plague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “  Infected 

”  or  “  Suspected  ”  Vessels  from  Plague 

Infected 

Ports  arriving  in 

the  Port  during  1939— -1944. 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

No.  of  vessels  fumigated  by  HCN  ... 

13 

19 

15 

4 

2 

_ 

No.  of  vessels  fumigated  by  SO2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

4 

No.  of  vessels  fumigated  by  HCN 

and  SO2  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

No.  of  rats  killed 

458 

594 

666 

116 

276 

120 

No.  of  vessels  on  which  trapping. 

poisoning,  etc.,  were  employed 

88 

60 

73 

49 

78 

67 

No.  of  rats  killed 

120 

313 

347 

230 

951 

227 

No.  of  vessels  on  which  measures  of 

Rat  Destruction  were  not 

carried  out 

| 

1 

4 

6 

2 

15 

11 

Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation 

Exemption  Certificates 

issued 

during 

1 939—1 944 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

Deratisation  Certificates — 

After  fumigation  by  HCN 

41 

42 

28 

27 

12 

4 

After  fumigation  by  SO2  ... 

— 

— 

2 

2 

5 

5 

After  fumigation  by  HCN  and  SO2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

After  fumigation  by  Salforkose  ... 

— 

| 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates: 

115 

138 

208 

223 

245 

221 

Total  Certificates  issued  ... 

156 

180 

238 

253  : 

265 

231 

Table  G. — Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “Infected”  or  “Suspected”  Vessels  from  Plague  Infected  Ports 

arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 


15 


o> 

_  £ 
6  c 


u 

«  g  «  0-0 

°  ;  ti 

=>  o>  =  l  t 

ZSjwS 

<y  0)  </>  ^ 
>  C  O  ^ 

_c  c 
u  ti 

=>  $ 

in  Q- 


CD 

i-  n 
<u  — 

|fi 

3  03 

2a: 


00 


O'' 

00 


1-  o 

4>  V3 

-o  S  s 

C> 

3  X 

Z£.i! 
«  ?: 


giJ’S 

Q.  ^  O 

s-  -1 

u  c  » 


vO 


Q.  £ 


O  ^ 
w  <u 

l_  “ 
4)  — 

Xl  -* 

£  «« 
r  ^ 

3 

Ztt! 


IX) 


v  J2 
O  41 

,  V) 
IS) 

CD  <D 

E> 

3-C 

Z  3 


>V 

-Q 

Uz 

rtU 

£ 

3 


sO 


co 

ON 


0‘S 

i_  — 

<D  “ 

_o  — 
c  </» 

C  W 
3  rt 

Z0^ 


ro 


O  0)D 
,  </>  (1) 

<I>  d>  03  U 
_Q  > 

£  X  £  x 

z^ 


(N 


(J  _co 

_D  <y 

C  w  w 

*-  <s)  C 

2  o  >  ~ 

—  JC  L. 

2  E!  ra 

o  2 


LO 


c 

O 

ij 

rtf 

V) 

<U 


■M 


0) 

u 

c 

<u 

72 

> 

<u 

o 

c 


£ 

0 

i_ 

o 

c 

o 


CvO 

c 


rt 

u 


P3 

o 

JO 

O 

W) 

L. 

rJ 

u 

"O 

C 

rs 

i/> 

u 

o 

.y 

c 

rd 

h- 


o 

<U 

!_ 

rt 

<U 

V) 

0> 

J= 

f— 


03 

03 

CD 

j: 


CM) 

C 

i_ 

ZJ 

TP 

TP 

<13 

ZJ 

</) 

<s> 


t/> 

03 

*-> 

o3 

u 

•M 

!_ 

C3 

u 


c 

o 

V> 

Q_ 

E 

03 

X 


C 

o 

Vj 

03 

s_ 

03 

Q 

TP 

C 

03 

V) 

03 

w 

o3 

<J 


03 

u 

c 

o 

+J 

o3 

V) 

w 

03 

l_ 

03 

a 


03 

JD 

03 

h- 


Total 

Certificates 

Issued 

9 

i  __ 

MNOOi  | 
m  O'  1 

o 

PO 

r- 

No.  of 
Deratisation 
Exemption 
Certificates 

Issued 

8 

MfOCBN  1 
t-  1 

<N 

O 

T— 

rtJ 

|  rr  r-  rS  I 

|N> 

O  On 

1  r-(N  | 

m 

1- 

•O 

0) 

3 


c3 

O 


<u 

U 

c 

o 


w 

rt 

L- 

V 


o 


u 

M  «> 
l_  C  . 

33  cl.E 

d"  n;  c 

2-  o 
I—  </> 

o 

o. 


sO 


Z  3  ix) 
U  3 

X ” 


T> 

C  w 
rt  q. 
rt  rj- 


o 

to 


"O 

c 

rt 

z 

u 

I 


w 


CL 

n  m 


o  g_ 
6  x 

2V3 


fS 


4> 

BO 

(« 

c 

c 

o 


01 

Z 


T  O  <N 
r-  fS 


m  o 


I/)  -  - 

c  -  “ 

o 

w  o  o 
o  o  o 
o  o  o 

°-rn  O 


c  c  2 

o  o  _ 

+J  +->  o 

_  o 

O  x—  T—  T—  O 

OGOOTr- 
ro  oo  O  O  O 


ro 


§■2  : 

io 

9-  -  - 
Ic 
</) 


<u 

> 

o 


vO 


O' 

ro 


V) 

rt 

w 

O 

h— 


16 


VI.— HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES. 
Table  J. — Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 

Number 
inspected 
during  1945 

Defects  of 
original 
construction 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

Structural 

Alterations 

British 

718* 

45 

233 

250 

11 

Other  Nations 

345 

6 

26 

69 

3 

*  Does  not  include  flats  and  barges 


1 939—1 944 


1944 

1943 

1942 

. 

1941 

1940 

! 

1939 

BRITISH  : 

Defects  of  original  construction  ... 

32 

44 

31 

35 

39 

40 

Structural  defects  through  wear 
and  tear  ...  . 

273 

314 

262 

237 

296 

327 

Dirt,  Vermin  and  other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health  ... 

204 

349 

243 

234 

182 

162 

Structural  Alterations 

28 

17 

15 

11 

5 

5 

FOREIGN  : 

1 

Defects  of  original  construction  ... 

ii 

16 

15 

30 

12 

22 

Structural  defects  through  wear 
and  tear 

43 

76 

32 

74 

94 

70 

Dirt,  Vermin  and  other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health  ... 

57 

125 

59 

55 

52  ' 

55 

Structural  Alterations 

7 

8 

.... 

1 

2 

4 

5 
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OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 

With  the  termination  of  hostilities  and  the  opportunities  anticipated 
for  reconstruction,  hopes  are  again  revived  that  a  better  standard  of 
accommodation  for  crews  will  be  provided  on  British  ships.  Some 
remarkable  examples  of  reconstruction  have  been  seen  in  vessels  of  other 
nations,  particularly  Scandinavian  ships  recently  visiting  the  port. 

Vessels  up  to  50  years  old  have  been  brought  up  to  modern  standards 
by  sheathing  the  external  bulkhead  and  ship’s  sides  with  plywood,  and 
providing  two-  or  three-berth  rooms  for  the  sailors  and  firemen. 

In  British  vessels  objection  is  raised  to  sheathing  in  the  crews’  quarters 
on  the  grounds  that  the  quarters  would  become  verminous.  I  consider 
that  the  sailors’  and  firemen’s  quarters  should  be  sheathed  in  all  new 
vessels  and  in  old  vessels  when  in  dock  for  extensive  overhaul.  The 
objection  to  sheathing  in  crews’  quarters  may  have  been  justified  30  years 
ago,  but  the  present-day  sailors  and  firemen  are  a  different  class  of  men. 

During  the  war  period  a  large  number  of  oil  tankers  were  inspected. 
The  crews’  quarters  were  always  found  in  a  clean  condition  and  usually 
free  from  vermin.  In  addition  to  the  wash-house  with  showers,  a  wash¬ 
basin  with  hot  and  cold  water  was  provided  in  each  room.  For  protective 
reasons  no  portlights  were  provided  in  a  large  number  of  these  vessels. 
Thermo-tank  ventilation  was  provided  in  all  instances. 

W.  RICHMOND. 


It  was  natural  and  inevitable  in  the  circumstances  of  the  war  period 
that  difficulties  and  unprecedented  problems  should  be  met,  but  these 
were  generally  overcome  by  co-operation,  improvisation  and  temporary 
expedients. 

Whilst  routine  procedure  continued  as  far  as  possible,  circumstances 
arose  which  sometimes  prevented  same  being  carried  out  owing  to  the 
imperative  necessity  to  avoid  interference  with  movement  of  ships. 

Close  and  frequent  co-operation  with  officers  of  the  three  services 
and  of  various  Government  departments  was  necessary,  proceeded  har¬ 
moniously  and  must  be  gratefully  acknowledged. 
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Strict  vigilance  against  importation  of  infectious  disease  was  main¬ 
tained.  Although  the  potentialities  were  much  greater,  untoward 
increase,  with  the  exception  of  malaria,  was  fortunately  not  encountered 
in  this  port.  Cases  of  malaria  reached  serious  proportions  during  the 
war  years,  particularly  from  a  convoy  assembly  port  known  to  be  heavily 
infested.  Confidential  information  regarding  all  cases  was  obtained  and 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Due  to  numerous  factors  caused  by  war-time  conditions,  with  con¬ 
sequent  disruption  of.  normal  routine  and  procedure,  accommodation 
could  not  be  maintained  at  the  usual  standard,  but  everything  possible 
was  done  to  alleviate  conditions  encountered. 

Verminous  conditions  were  frequently  encountered  in  varying 
degrees,  particularly  cockroaches  which  were  present  in  types  of  vessels 
where  normally  they  were  rarely  found,  due  apparently  to  the  different 
trades  of  vessels,  introduction  with  stores  and  lack  of  opportunity  for 
remedial  measures  at  sea.  The  impossibility  of  obtaining  some  of  the 
basic  ingredients  of  insecticides,  with  consequent  decrease  in  their 
efficiency,  was  doubtless  another  contributory  factor.  The  usual  methods 
of  disinfestation — fumigations,  sprays  and  powders — were  employed. 
For  about  the  last  two  years  DDT  has  been  available,  with  gratifying 
results. 


W.  H.  JENNINGS. 
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NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  VESSELS  INSPECTED. 


Nationality 

Individual 
Number  of 
Vessels 
Inspected 
during  1945 

Number  of 
Inspections 
made 

Vessels  on 
which  defects 
were  found 

Defects 
remedied 
during  the 
year 

British  . 

458 

750 

279 

158 

Foreign  . 

281 

345 

71 

49 

TOTAL  INSPECTION  FOR  THE  YEARS  1939-1945 


Year 

Section  A 

(Manchester — Latchford) 

Section  B 

(Latchford — Eastham) 

Total 

1939 

.  1,113 

882 

1,995 

1940 

.  722 

804  . 

1,526 

1941 

.  597 

735  . 

1,332 

1942 

.  617 

559  . 

1,176 

1943 

613 

596 

1,209 

1944 

.  603 

522  . 

1,125 

1945 

61 8 

477  . 

1,095 
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The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  different  parts  of  the  Port 
dicated  by  the  following  statement  of  the  number  of  vessels  inspected 
the  number  found  with  defects  at  various  places  along  the  Canal. 

Number  with 
Inspected  Defects 

Astmoor  Marsh  (Wigg’s  Works) 

3 

1 

Barton  ... 

20 

10 

Bowaters’  Wharf  (Ellesmere  Port)  ... 

29 

11 

Davyhulme 

13 

3 

Eccles  (including  Irwell  Park  Wharf) 

8 

2 

Ellesmere  Port  ... 

99 

44 

1 n  ce  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

7 

2 

Irlam 

19 

9 

Manchester,  Salford  and  Stretford  ... 

...  515 

211 

Partington 

31 

14 

Runcorn 

68 

24 

Stanlow  Oil  Dock  and  Lay-Bye 

...  180 

72 

Warrington 

2 

— 

Weaste  ... 

12 

4 

Weston  Point  ... 

58 

23 

Widnes  ... 

31 

21 

Totals 

...  1,095 

451 
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PARROTS  (PROHIBITION  OF  IMPORT)  REGULATIONS,  1930 

During  the  year  1945  one  certificate  for  the  re-exportation  of  one 
bird  was  issued  under  the  above  Regulations.  One  bird  was  destroyed 
on  board  another  vessel. 

In  March,  1942,  17  parrots  were  discovered  by  H.M.  Customs  in  an 
empty  afterpeak  tank.  Notice  was  served  and  all  members  of  the  crew 
(except  five  on  leave,  etc.)  separately  interrogated  by  H.M.  Customs 
Officer  and  the  Authority’s  Inspector.  All  knowledge  of  the  birds  was 
denied  and  consequently  the  birds  were  destroyed.  Full  co-operation 
was  maintained  with  H.M.  Customs  on  the  matter. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AT  THE  PORT 

Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations, 
1937,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food)  Regulations, 
1925  to  1940,  continued  as  in  previous  years.  Records  are  available  of 
all  foodstuffs  condemned  or  surrendered  as  unsound. 

No  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  all  food  imported  being 
under  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  limited  in  variety.  There  was 
no  indication  for  chemical  or  bacteriological  examination. 

During  the  war  period  the  activities  of  the  Food  Inspectors  have 
been  constantly  directed  to  the  paramount  need  to  reduce  to  a  minimum 
the  loss  of  food  threatened  with  deterioration  due  to  inevitable  delays 
in  transit. 

In  September,  1941,  the  handling  of  unsound  foods  was  transferred 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Department.  After  initial  difficulties, 
by  mutual  goodwill  and  understanding  a  satisfactory  scheme  of  operation 
was  evolved  which  provided  adequate  safeguards  against  the  release  for 
human  consumption  of  unsound  food. 

The  Officers  of  the  various  departments  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
have  co-operated  most  effectively  and  large  quantities  of  food  have  been 
saved.  This  does  not  imply  a  reduction  of  standards  of  inspection  but  a 
realisation  of  the  imperative  need  for  efficient  and  prompt  action.  Foods 
which  had  to  be  condemned  as  unsound  were  diverted  to  animal  feeding. 
Grain  damaged  through  enemy  action  was  salvaged  for  cattle  and  poultry 
food.  A  detailed  record  has  been  kept  of  all  food  condemned  and  its 
ultimate  fate. 
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In  spite  of  the  many  demands  on  the  limited  labour  available,  with 
the  co-operation  of  all  concerned  valuable  results  were  achieved.  The 
supervision  of  the  selecting  and  reconditioning  of  damaged  cargoes  was 
amongst  the  chief  tasks  of  the  Authority’s  food  inspectors,  and  there 
were  many  instances  of  substantial  quantities  of  food  being  saved  by  their 
efforts.  At  the  same  time  attention  was  given  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  to  the  prevention  of  deterioration  through  inadequate 
precautions  in  packing  and  stowing. 

Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  (Disinfestation  Branch)  examined 
the  cargo  spaces  of  certain  vessels  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  necessity 
of  clearing  vermin  by  cyanide  fumigation  so  as  to  obviate  the  infestation 
of  future  food  cargoes.  A  concentration  of  10  or  12  ounces  per  1,000 
cubic  feet  for  10  or  12  hours  respectively  was  given.  This  entailed  the 
use  of  from  350-500  lbs.  of  HCN  for  the  average  cargo  vessel,  the  cost 
being  borne  by  the  Ministry.  Shipowners  usually  took  the  opportunity 
of  fumigating  the  remaining  spaces  of  their  vessels  (at  the  owners’  expense) 
and  obtaining  a  deratisation  certificate.  The  fumigations  were  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Authority’s  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

CANAL  BOATS 

Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  (Part  X) 

The  bulk  of  the  canal  boats  inspected  were  at  the  Runcorn  end  of 
the  Port. 

Inspector  Richmond  has  again  called  attention  to  a  frequent  nuisance 
on  motor-driven  canal  boats.  A  large  number  of  these  boats  are  not 
provided  with  a  watertight  bulkhead  between  the  engine  room  and  the 
cabin,  so  that  all  the  oily  bilge  water  from  the  engine  room  goes  under 
the  cabin  floor.  This  could  easily  be  prevented  by  providing  a  water¬ 
tight  bulkhead  up  to  the  level  of  the  tail-end  shaft  which  passes  under  the 
cabin  floor.  This  method  has  been  adopted  on  some  motor-driven  canal 
boats  and  should  be  required  on  all  other  boats. 

Ventilation  on  a  large  number  of  canal  boats  is  provided  by  a  small 
hole  in  the  bulkhead  between  the  cabin  and  the  engine  room.  A  ven¬ 
tilator  on  the  cabin  top  or  sides  should  be  required  on  all  canal  boats. 
The  cubic  space  per  adult  person  should  be  increased  from  60  cu.  ft.  to 
90  cu.  ft.  No  increase  in  cubic  air  space  has  been  made  since  1878.  As 
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the  cubic  space  in  the  majority  of  narrow  boat  cabins  only  just  exceeds 
the  limit  of  180  cu.  ft.  required,  any  overcrowding  becomes  seriously 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  occupants. 

Water  vessels  provided  on  narrow  boats  are  far  from  satisfactory, 
and  a  larger  supply  of  drinking  water  should  be  provided  and  in  a  position 
not  liable  to  contamination. 


Inspection  of  Canal  Boats. 


1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

No.  of  Inspections . 

602 

695 

599 

552 

301 

222 

377 

No.  of  individual  canal  boats 
inspected 

295 

343 

309 

308 

191 

147 

- 

259 

No.  of  boats  found  defective 

151 

160 

139 

103 

58 

49 

66 

No.  of  defective  boats 
remedied 

96 

97 

83 

56 

38 

29 

42 

NATIONAL  SALVAGE  CAMPAIGN. 

There  are  obvious  difficulties  in  maintaining  a  satisfactory  collection 
of  salvageable  material  from  ships  in  docks,  but  with  the  determined 
efforts  of  the  Ship  Canal  Company  to  comply  with  the  urgent  appeals 
made  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply  and  the  Ministry  of  War  Transport, 
various  schemes  were  put  into  operation  with  commendable  success. 
In  this  connection  special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  enthusiastic 
work  done  by  officers  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co.  and  of  the  willing 
co-operation  of  the  Salford  Corporation  and  the  Stretford  Corporation. 

Waste  foodstuffs  for  pig  feeding  was  collected.  The  difficulty  was  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  glass  and  other  foreign  matter  into  the  pig 
bins.  Probably  for  every  ton  obtained  another  ton  was  ruined,  but 
nevertheless,  263  tons  were  collected  during  the  three  years  1943,  1944 
and  1945. 
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